
Lenten Devotional Week #7 
March 30 

Luke 22:24-38 

 What makes you great? According to Jesus, a commitment to serving others makes you 

great! Be a servant and enjoy greatness!  

 Also in this passage, note that Peter will fail a particular test.  But even though Peter will 

fail, his overall commitment to Jesus will not fail. Similarly, there will be times when we fail a 

particular test, but it does not mean that we are no longer a true follower of Jesus.  And, just as 

Peter was restored and used once again in service for God, so too are we able to continue our 

service in spite of our own failings.  Never give-up just because you fail a particular test!   

  Reflection: Resiliency honors Jesus and tramples upon Satan. 

 Prayer Focus: Pray for opportunities to serve others. 

 

March 31 

Luke 22:39-53 

 Do you ever feel the Christian life is too hard to live? No doubt, there can be times in our 

lives when we are overwhelmed in a situation and we fail to act like Christians. In this 

particular passage, Jesus serves as a powerful example of what it means to act like a Christian in 

an overwhelming situation. In this passage, Jesus is in anguish—sweating profusely. He 

contemplates crucifixion… he finds his disciples sleeping… he experiences the betrayal of 

Judas… and he suffers the indignity of being falsely arrested.  In spite of these events, Jesus 

remains poised and gracious. Notice the contrast between the disciples (who are ready to be 

violent verse 49), the religious leaders (who are ready to be violent verse 52), and Jesus, who 

prays, heals, and submits to God’s will. 

 Reflection: The world conquers by force; believers conquer through submission. 

 Prayer focus: Pray for the leaders of our city, state, and nation. 

 

April 1 

Luke 22:54-65 

 Have you ever experienced the pain of a friend who denied you were a friend? One can 

only imagine the pain Jesus experienced when his top apprentice, Peter, denied knowing him. 

Such betrayal is painful, and raises doubts about whether such a person could ever be trusted 

again. Jesus, however, believed in Peter, and he believes in all of his disciples, including you 

and me. Even in our worst moments, Jesus will never deny that we belong to him. 

 Reflection: The Lord accepts us as we are, and we should accept him as he is! 

 Prayer focus: Praise and thank God for his faithfulness to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 2 

Luke 22:66-23:25 

 Sin distorts and ruins all that is good.  It makes us selfish, unreasonable, and ultimately 

miserable.  Sin is often easy to see in others, and difficult to see in ourselves. Sin always takes us 

where we don’t want to be. 

 One of the clearest examples of sin and its devastating effects is found in the trial of Jesus. 

In the trial of Jesus, Luke presents a very painful, yet revealing picture of how sin can distort 

what is good. In this passage, Luke emphasizes the innocence of Jesus, the anger of the Jewish 

leaders, and the weakness of the Roman leaders. Both the Jewish and Roman leaders are 

blinded by sinful ambition. Ultimately, they commit the sinful atrocity of killing the innocent 

Lord Jesus. 

 Reflection: Kill sin before it kills you. 

  Prayer Focus: Pray for our Good Friday and Easter service. 

 

 

April 3 GOOD FRIDAY 

Luke 23:26-49 

 Do you consider yourself a thoughtful and caring individual? How thoughtful and 

caring are you when you are in pain and being treated unjustly? In this passage, we see Jesus 

acting in very thoughtful and caring ways in spite of his own suffering. Jesus takes time to warn 

some women about a coming disaster—the Roman invasion of Jerusalem (verses 28-30). Also, 

Jesus prays for those who are crucifying him—even asking for their forgiveness! Finally, Jesus 

cares for a repentant criminal and offers him the hope of paradise. Jesus does all this while 

suffering from excruciating physical and emotional pain. 

 Reflection: Those who wish to change the world must first know how to change 

themselves. 

 Prayer focus: Confess your sins to God. 

 

 

April 4 HOLY SATURDAY 

Luke 23:50-50:56 

 After describing the horrors of Jesus’ unjust trial and cruel crucifixion, Luke reminds us 

that there were also many good people who cared about Jesus and sought to honor him. Luke 

emphasizes how a man named Joseph, who was a religious leader (a member of the Council), 

took some personal risks and personal expense to ensure the proper burial of Jesus. Of course, 

Luke’s primary emphasis is to demonstrate that Jesus was truly dead and buried… to set the 

stage for what happens on Easter morning! 

 Reflection: Our present sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory we will enjoy 

once we are resurrected! 

 Prayer focus: Give praise to God for the hope he gives! 
 


