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This month at Mt. Olive:
INSIDE THIS MONTH’S 

NEWSLETTER

COFFEE SHOP RECAP
Check out some photos from Anna Bobalik 
from Mt. Olive’s first annual Coffee Shop on 
pg. 5. 

UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
There are several upcoming events and 
opportunities here at Mt. Olive,  including the 
VBS, the Timothy’s Ministry luncheon July 
20th, and a women’s study coming in August.

Continued on Page 4

ALSO FEATURED THIS MONTH
Pastor Bob talks about the importance of 
praying for unbelievers (page 2);  meet a 
member, Becky Williams (page 6); Get a heads-
up on July birthdays and anniversaries (page 6); 
and read some articles  from Mt. Olive’s 
original newsletter, “The Olive Leaf ” from the 
1920’s (page 3).

Newsletter Submissions: If you have an idea for the 
newsletter; if you would like a ministry or event to be included in 
the newsletter;  if you would like to submit an article,  review,  essay, 
statistic, or make any suggestions about the newsletter; we want to 
h ea r f ro m yo u !  P l ea s e c o n tac t T i m Op h u s a t 
tim.ophus@gmail.com or Pastor Bob at pbmoc@yahoo.com 
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Vacation Bible School is July 14-18!

High School Youth Group Warren Dunes Trip July 12 Timothy’s Ministry lunch July 20

Mt. Olive Church exists to glorify 
God through joyful worship, 
encouraging the body of believers, 
serving others, understanding 
scripture, & sharing Christ with 
the world.

mailto:tim.ophus@gmail.com
mailto:tim.ophus@gmail.com
mailto:pbmoc@yahoo.com
mailto:pbmoc@yahoo.com


UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE!  PAGE2

Mt. Olive Church, 3850 N. Tripp Ave. Chicago Illinois 60641  |  773-545-3234  |  mtoliveefca.com

BY PASTOR BOB
 A famous  preacher once said, "We will 
be more effective in our evangelism if we 
pray.  People can despise our values, counter 
our arguments, and reject our appeals—but 
people are powerless against our prayers."
 When it comes  to praying, praying for 
unbelievers  should be a top priority.  The 
apostle Paul was  committed to praying for 
unbelievers  and he reveals  his  particular 
passion for unbelieving Jews  in the book of 
Romans.  Consider the stunning words  Paul 
writes  in Romans  9:1-4: “I speak the truth 
in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience 
confirms  it through the Holy Spirit— 2  I 
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in 
my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the 
sake of my people, those of my own race, 
4 the people of  Israel.”
	 This  is  an astounding commitment on 
the part of Paul.  He is  actually willing to go 
to hell if it could secure the salvation of the 
Israelites.  He would be willing to be cursed 
by God and separated from Christ forever, if 
it meant that his  fellow countrymen would 
be saved.  That is  a strong desire!  That is  an 
amazing commitment.  
	 In the Old Testament, Moses  made a 
similar prayer.  He asked God to forgive the 
Israelites  for making a golden calf.  Yet, if 
God wouldn't do this, then Moses  wanted 
his  name blotted out of God's  book of life 
as  payment for the people's  sin.  That is  also 
an amazing commitment!  
	 Our hearts  should burn with the same 
kind of passion for those who don't know 
Jesus!  There is  no issue greater in life than 
the salvation of unbelievers! It is  so 

important, that we cannot allow our focus  to 
be diverted in any way.
 In order to arouse a passion for the lost 
we should begin by praying 
for unbelievers.  A focused 
commitment of intense 
p r a y e r o n b e h a l f o f 
unbelievers  will unleash 
God’s  power in their lives 
a n d c r e a t e a g r e a t e r 
awareness  on our part to 
reach out to them. As  Tim 
shared this  past Sunday, 
“Our ministry will  never 
outgrow our prayer life.”
	 Also, since we can't pray for everyone 
and every need, we should develop the habit 
of praying specifically for those we know.  
God has  placed specific people in our lives 
and we should recognize that we may be the 
only Christian they know.  Therefore, pray 
specifically for unbelievers by name!
	 Furthermore, pray immediately.  
Throughout the day as  you interact with 
unbelieving friends, neighbors, or co-
workers, lift a prayer to God in the very 
moment you are with them.  {See how 
Nehemiah lifted a quick prayer in 
Nehemiah 2:4-5}.  Lifting up many quick 
prayers  throughout the day will keep our 
passion for the lost strong.
	 Finally, pray specifically for the 
salvation of Jewish persons  you may know, 
or for ministries  that reach out to the Jewish 
community.  A sign that Jesus  is  about to 
return is  the conversion of many Jews  to 
Christ {Romans  11:25-27}.  Gentile 
Christians  would do well to have the kind of 
passion for the Jews that Paul had.

“We will be more 
effective in our 
evangelism if we 
pray.  People can 
despise our values, 
counter our 
arguments, and 
reject our appeals—
but people are 
powerless against 
our prayers”

Praying for Unbelievers 
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The Olive Leaf  

The Olive Leaf was Mt. Olive’s original newsletter, with news, stories, poems, 
advertisements, and the occasional biting commentary.  Below on the left is an ad for Mt. 
Olive’s annual Sunday School Picnic from July 1921, which was complete with “the drink 
extraordinary --Olive Ade.”  Anyone still have the recipe for that?

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Below on the right is a poem and a joke 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 from July 1924.  Enjoy!
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WOMEN’S STUDY
On Monday nights at 7 pm from 
August 4th to September 22nd, Mt. 

Olive will be hosting a study for 
women on Hope Grows, by Joyce 

Meyer. If you are interested, please 

sign up at Mt. Olive or contact 
Kathy Ortiz.

TIMOTHY’S MINISTRY LUNCHEON
On Sunday July 20th, we will be 

hosting a Timothy’s  Ministry 
luncheon following the service.  

While the core meal will be 

provided, we are looking for 
members  of Mt. Olive to provide a 

dish to share, and to stay and visit 
with our guests!  If interested, please 

see Tim Ophus.  

NEW SMALL GROUP
If you are interested in becoming a 

part of a small group at Mt. Olive, a 
new group is  starting that will meet 

on Sundays  following the service.  
Please contact Deanna McRae or 

Carmen Agron if interested.  If you 

would like to join a small group on a 
different day, please contact Tim or 

Pastor Bob, or visit mtoliveefca.com.

WARREN DUNES TRIP
The high school youth group will be 
taking a day trip to the Warren 

Dunes  in Michigan on Saturday July 

12th.  Incoming freshmen through 
outgoing seniors are welcome to 

attend.  Please see Tim Ophus for 

more information. 

VBS JULY 14-18
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is July 
14-18! We will be meeting this 

Thursday to decorate the church, 

and are in need of more hands  to 
help!  If you are interested, please 

contact Becky Williams.  Please also 
join in praying with us  that God 

would do great things  in the 

children who will be attending!

NEW WEBSITE
Mt. Olive now has  a new website!  
The new site has  a new address: 

m t o l i ve e f c a . c o m ( p rev i o u s l y 

mtoliveefca.org).  Be sure to check it 
regularly for news, events, and more!  

You can also like Mt. Olive on 
Facebook a t f a cebook . com/

mtolivechurch.

IRVING PARK FOOD PANTRY 
The Irving Park Food Pantry is  in 

need of many items, particularly dry 
foods  like pasta, rice mixes, juice, 

energy bars, crackers, cookies, 
granola bars, snacks, chips, and 

other similar items  that are not 

canned.  If you would like to donate 
items, you can bring them to church 

or directly to the pantry.  See 
A l f r e d a Ro m m e l f o r m o r e 

information

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER
Please join us prior to each worship 
service for prayer in the fellowship 

hall from 9:30-10:30 am on Sunday 
mornings. 

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES:

Kids Klub (1st-5th grade):                     

meets Fridays from 6:30-8:30 pm.

Seekers (6th-8th grade):                  

meets Fridays from 6:30-8:30 pm.

High School Youth Group:  

meets Fridays from 7:00-9:00 pm.

Tim’s House (day center for 

people struggling with 

homelessness): meets Thursdays 

from 4 pm - 7 pm and Fridays 

from 10 am - 2 pm.

Young Lives (ministry for teen 

moms and their children): meets 

the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of  

every month.

Adult Small Groups                             

several options throughout the 

week
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COFFEE SHOP
On Saturday June 28th, Mt. 
Olive held the first annual 

Coffee Shop to raise money 
for Urban Camp.  We hoped 

to raise $375 to cover our 

costs  to take youth from Mt. 
Olive to Urban Camp, and 

God provided $1425! The 
extra money raised will go 

directly to Urban Camp to 

help support their great 

ministry to youth from 
the city.  Thank you to 

all who helped make the 

Coffee Shop a great 
success! We thank God 

for his provision!

(photos courtesy of Anna 

Bobalik
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What do you do for a living? 
I am a parent, a homemaker, the 
nursery teacher for Christian Family 
Co-op, and I also teach Bible lessons 
at the co-op.  With Mt. Olive, I am 
part of the Seekers  team (Mt. Olive’s 
ministry to junior high school 
students) and I teach Children’s 
Church for grades  1-5 during the 
year.

How long have you attended 
Mt. Olive?
Almost 19 years!

What is your favorite memory 
from your time here?
Right when we first came, we had a 
group of people over to get to know 
them.  Dave & Lynn Franz and Janet 
Thunberg were there, and when 
Dave introduced himself,  Janet
realized that she knew him when he 
was  a boy at St. John’s!  It was so 
cool to see how often things circle 
back around, how God orchestrates 
those kind of  things!

Another memory is  from a time we 
had shared the gospel with children 
at Urban Camp.  One little boy said 
so sincerely afterward, “no one ever 
told me that!” and then, “can I do 
that?” It was  so neat how that 
happened.

I’ve loved all the times we’ve had 
with the kids here, and the women’s 
retreat too --especially Karaoke and 
Pictionary in our PJ’s!

What is your favorite Bible 
passage or story? 
In the Old Testament, I love 

Jeremiah.  There’s  lots  of convicting 
and encouraging passages  there that 

talk about when life is  difficult, God 

is  faithful.  I especially love Jeremiah 
17:8, “They will be like a tree 

planted by the water that sends out 
its  roots  by the stream. It does  not 

fear when heat comes; its  leaves are 

always  green. It has  no worries in a 
year of drought and never fails  to 

bear fruit."

In the New Testament, I love the 

book of  Philippians.

Vacation Bible School is next 
week!  What do you love about 
it?
For VBS, I have the best seat in the 
house!  I get to be on stage and see 
the kids worshipping, I get to ask 
them questions  and see those “a-ha!” 
moments  as  they discover truth for 
themselves, which is so exciting!  

July Birthdays:
Sarah Bobalik: 7/20
Beatrice Cano: 7/10
Delia Comas: 7/1
Katherine Franz: 7/21
Wendy Gonzalez: 7/25
Jodi Johnson: 7/12
Claire Kieger: 7/6
Vicki Lee: 7/9
Garrison Magyar: 7/9
Slone Magyar: 7/3
Levi Perea: 7/13
Crystal Rodriguez: 7/14
Janet Thunberg: 7/6

July Anniversaries: 	
Alan & Rachel Allmen: 7/23
Mike & Wendy Gonzalez: 7/23
Levi & Iris Perea: 7/20
Tom & Lorraine Szontagh: 7/16

Meet a Member: Becky Williams


